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For Magneto Service 
with Separate Desk Set Box 
Specify the No. 1224 Telephone. For 
complete installation, include the No. 
1180 Desk Set Box. 





PROGRESS IN TELEPHO! 





Let’s PLAY BALL %” Oy 


. .» with the boys by our <a 5° 
sustained purchases of War Bonds. Ei 
It’s a “double play”, assuring Victory 
and future security. 











For Central Energy Service 
Using Desk Set Box 


The No.1 224 Telephone can be changed from 
Magneto to Central Energy Service by mere- 


ly connecting it with a Central Energy Desk 
Set Box. 


For Central Energy Service 
Self-Contained 


Merely place ringer, induction coil, 
and condenser in the base of the in- 
strument and you have the No. 1222 
self-contained Central Energy Tele- 
phone. If so desired, it can be con- 
verted easily for dial service. 


MAGNETO ro CENTRAL ENERGY ro SELF-CONTAINED 


The ease with which the old Chicago Cub Base- 


ball combination—Tinker, Evers, and Chance— 
made double plays is so well-known to most 
Americans that the phrase “Tinker, to Evers, to 
Chance” has come to stand for coordination, 


versatility, and smooth functioning. 


Stromberg-Carlson’s Nos. 1222 and 1224 Tele- 
phones have a versatility under actual operating 
Conditions that rivals the smooth work of the 
famous double play combination. With a few 
minor changes, the same telephone is adaptable 


to Magneto Service with a Desk Set Box; Central 


Energy Service with a Desk Set Box, or Self-Con- 
tained Central Energy Service. That’s why operat- 
ing companies will find this series of Stromberg- 


Carlson telephones an economical purchase. 


Stromberg-Carlson’s Handset Telephones are 
available to companies who furnish the proper 
certifications. Consult your Stromberg-Carlson 


representative. 


STROMBERG-CARLSON 


Factory, General Offices: Rochester 3, N. Y. 
Branch Offices: Chicago 6, Kansas City 8, San Francisco 3 
In Canada: Stromberg-Carlson Company, Limited, Toronto 








Hzs Sprit Of Proneering 


Lives On Today to Benefit Telephone Men Tomorrow 


It took a strong spirit and a brave one to forsake 
the rewards of retirement and break trail for a young 
and struggling industry. Yet Milo G. Kellogg did 
exactly that. Back in 1897 he chose to put his telephone 
engineering ability and experience at the services of 
a group of mid-western men who believed in a grand 
idea—the idea of “telephony for the millions.” 


It was true pioneering to cooperate with Independ- 
ent telephone men of that day in designing and build- 
ing the kind of equipment they needed to further their 
idea. This pioneering bore fruit first in St. Louis. To 
serve the needs of this rapidly growing metropolis, Mr. 
Kellogg and his staff of engineers designed, manufac- 
tured and installed the equipment for the Kinloch 
exchange. This was then, and for many years there- 
after, the largest and the most famed switchboard in 
the country. 


News of Mr. Kellogg’s venture spread like wildfire. 
Orders came from Independent telephone men all over 
the country. Soon Kellogg systems were in operation 


KELLOGG 


ze 


SWITCHBOARD & 


6650 SOUTH CICERO AVE., CHICAGO 38, ILLINOIS 








in Indianapolis, Wilkes-Barre, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, 
Baltimore, Columbus, Buffalo, Los Angeles, etc. Rapidly 
“Kellogg” became a watchword for advanced design, 
operating dependability and low-cost service. 


From that day to this, the Kellogg Company has 
carried on the tradition of pioneering that characterized 
the founder— whose son and grandson today are 
officers of the company. Through the years, the Kellogg 
company has pioneered many of the most far-reaching 
developments in the art of telephony. The factory has 
grown from the modest Highland Park, Ill., building 
where the first Kellogg switchboard was built. to the 
present huge ultra-modern plant in Chicago. 


The Kellogg spirit of pioneering is as alive today 
as in 1897. Kellogg research and engineering, in the 
time available from the urgencies of war production 
are developing and refining the new and better equip 
ment of the future. This is your assurance that in the 
days to come, as for 48 years past, you can Look to 
Kellogg for Leadership. 
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GARY SERVICES AND INVESTMENT COMPANY 


(A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of Theodore Gary and Company) 
Hunter L. Gary, Chairman A. F. Adams, President 


Executive Committee 
A. F. Adams W. F. Benoist 


E. C. Blomeyer F. S. Spring V. E. Chaney 
Hunter L. Gary G. L. Grawols 


Head Office: 1100 King Street, Wilmington 33, Delaware 
A. E. Carlson, Secretary 


The Washington, D. C. office of this company under the direction of Howard A. 
Burroughs, Manager, services the National and International needs of companies in 
the Gary Group in connection with their wartime duties and postwar activities in the 
communication industry. In addition to rendering service to companies in our Group, 
Mr. Burroughs will be glad on request to give friendly assistance and cooperation in 
Washington to friends and customers of the various companies in our Group. 


HOWARD A. BURROUGHS, Manager, Washington Office 


GARY SERVICES AND INVESTMENT COMPANY 


Munsey Building Washington 4, D. C. 
Telephone: Executive 6955 
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: : : is it 
The Right Tool for Every Job. Follow that formula and watch your service Modern Inside and Out! For the telephone industry’s special needs, ‘ ft 
men do better, faster work. Typical of VULCAN ELECTRIC CO.’s quality provides a complete line of storage batteries ranging from 10 AH. to “ath 
products are: Upper Left: Electric Pouring Ladle, for use with waxes, A.H. capacity. Available in Steel glass, Rubber and Vitrabloc jars befc 
compounds, as well as for melting solder. Right: Special Wax Melting Pot incorporate the famous PHILCO Floté element, which eliminates low an ( 
with thermostatic control. Below: No. “1700 Series” Solder Melting Pot. in full float service, and has widely demonstrated its efficient perform gre: 
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By CLYDE S. BAILEY 


Executive Vice President 


HAVE BEEN asked to discuss the 
| bill recently introduced in Congress 

by Senator Hill of Alabama to create 
a Rural Telephone Administration. 

Why was this bill introduced? Who 
are its sponsors? Who drew it? What 
is its status? Does it have any chance 
of passage? Is it likely to be amended 
before it is passed? Will we be given 
an opportunity to be heard before con- 
gressional committees? Just what does 
the bill authorize? What are its weak- 
nesses? What are the advantages of 
the bill? 

What is its underlying philosophy? 
Would it permit competition between 
government and private industry in the 
telephone business? Would it lead to 
government representation in manage- 
ment of private companies if they 
borrow money under the terms of the 
bill? Are the powers of the state public 
service commissions protected? Is the 
bill an administration measure? How 
much of the population of the United 
States could be covered by authorized 
loans? Does the bill provide a solution 
to the rural telephone problem? 

These are pertinent questions, to at 
least some of which I shall attempt to 
provide answers. As a representative 
of the national association I am not 
authorized to speak in opposition to the 
Hill Bill nor to speak in favor of it. 
As my organization has so far taken 
no definitive position I must content 
myself with merely giving a summary 
of the arguments advanced by the pro- 
ponents of the legislation together with 
a summary of those advanced by the 
opponents. 
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United States Independent Telephone Association 


PROS AND CONS OF THE 
Rural Jelephone Bill 








An address Mr. Bailey delivered before the recent 


convention of the Georgia Telephone Association. It is 


a discussion of the pending Hill RTA Bill with arguments 


advanced both by proponents and opponents of the 


legislation. The Poage Bill is not discussed because it was 


introduced after the address was given. 


First, a word about the conditions 
that may have inspired the bill. 

At the outset we may admit that 
rural telephone service is not the most 
profitable branch of our service. The 
chief engineer of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission in an address before the 
Illinois state telephone convention 15 
years ago said that if you play poker 
and win money, it’s gambling; if you 
play bridge and win money it is a social 
asset and an accomplishment; if you 
make money out of rural telephone 
service it is a miracle. 

We know, however, that companies 
generally have attempted to meet the 
needs of the rural subscriber by ex- 
tending lines into rural areas as fast 
as economic conditions permitted. 


We know at the same time that tele- 
phone lines run right past the house of 
many a farmer who does not avail him- 
self of service because it is not of 
sufficient value to him in a social or 
economic sense in relation to his in- 
come. We know, too, that there are 
some dwellings listed as farm dwell- 
ings in which people live who would 
have only the rarest occasion to use a 


telephone, even if given one without 
charge. 

However much we do not like to 
think about it, we also know that 
among the factors that have made the 
telephone less necessary to the farmer 
is the radio. In 1922 there were only 
400,000 radio sets in the United States. 
At the end of 1944 there was the 
astounding total of 55,000,000. In order 
to get the news or entertain himself 
or obtain information on farm prices, 
the farmer must no longer rely on the 
party line as before. He now turns his 
radio dial. 

The hard surfaced highway and 
cheap automobiles also have played a 
part in making a telephone less neces- 
sary to the farmer. 

There is another reason the frugal 
farmer in some instances may have 
found it possible to get along without 
the telephone he enjoyed before the de- 
pression of the early thirties. A farmer 
can’t pipe water from another farmer’s 
well; he can’t tap the electric current 
of a neighbor. But it is a common thing 
for him to run across the way to use 
his neighbor’s telephone. He might well 
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reason, why should he pay for a tele- 
phone for occasional use when he can 
have access to his neighbor’s. 


Then, too, let’s be entirely frank and 
honest. The poor quality of rural tele- 
phone service in many instances has 
been a factor in the decline of farm 
telephone use. That there is room for 
improvement in some places we must 
frankly recognize. 


But it would be unfair to put too 
much blame on telephone companies, 
for there have been other causes of the 
reduction in farm telephone use. Gen- 
eral economic conditions forced a de- 
cline in the period from 1930 to 1935 
when farmer income was greatly re- 
duced. Many rural subscribers were 
served on lines they themselves owned 
and maintained. During the depression 
years when farmer income was down 
aud farmers were unable to keep those 
lines in good condition, service naturally 
deteriorated and the telephone lost 
much of its value. 

Another factor, a very big factor, 
was the REA, which built power lines 
parellel to farmer lines. As most of 
the farmer lines were grounded cir- 
cuits, the power lines put many of them 
out of commission. 

Another factor has been the low level 
of rates, which have not yielded suffi- 
cient revenue to provide funds to keep 
up maintenance. A further factor has 
been the abandonment of farms for one 
reason or another; another is tenant 
farming; and still another has been an 
increase in the size of farms and a 
reduction in the total number of farms. 


Many telephone companies took un- 
usual measures to persuade farmers 
during the depression to retain their 
telephones, frequently resorting to the 
expedient of barter. Many a bushel of 
wheat or corn or potatoes was taken in 
payment of telephone bills only to be 
sold later by the telephone company 
at a loss. It is an interesting experi- 
ence to thumb the pages of the indus- 
try magazines and see the great amount 
of attention the industry has given the 
farm telephone problem since 1930. 

The fact remains that there are still 
a large number of farms without tele- 
phone service. 

It is against this background that a 
picture is now being painted of the 
need for government intervention. 

The RTA bill is said to have been 
drafted by Commissioner Gordon Per- 
sons of the Alabama Public Service 
Commission, an engineer by persuasion, 
who, when in private life, built some 
10,000 miles of electric lines for the 
REA. 

Senator Lister Hill of Alabama, the 
Democratic whip of the Senate, intro- 
duced the bill on December 8. The bill 
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LATE DELIVERIES OF 
TELEPHONY EXPLAINED 
Reports from the field indicate 
that there is considerable delay in 
the arrival of recent issues of 
TELEPHONY in certain parts of 
the country. This situation is re- 
grettable, however, much of the 
delay is caused by the congested 
condition of the mails which, of 
course, is difficult to remedy in 
these trying days. We are making 
certain changes in our publishing 
procedure which we hope will alle- 
viate the situation to some extent. 

In the meantime, we ask your 
patience and sympathetic under- 
standing of the problems confront- 
ing the post office department in 
distributing the abnormal amount 
of mail. 











died with the ending of the 78th Con- 
gress but was re-introduced in the new 
Congress on January 6. It is now rest- 
ing with the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, the chairman of which is 
Senator Thomas of Oklahoma. We 
have written both Senator Hill and 
Senator Thomas asking that the na- 
tional association be given an opportu- 
nity to be heard on the bill before it is 
reported out. Senator Hill has assured 
us that we will be given an opportunity 
to present our views, 


An identical bill was introduced in 
the House on January 9 by Congress- 
man Patrick of Alabama and referred 
to the Committee on Interstate & For- 
eign Commerce. 


The first intimation of a government 
agency to deal with the rural telephone 
problem was given by FCC Commis- 
sioner Durr, another loyal Alabaman, 
when he made a passing remark about 
it during a radio speech last fall relat- 
ing to another subject. Lowell Mellett, 
who was given leave as a member of 
the White House secretariat during the 
recent Presidential election to write a 
syndicated column for the newspapers, 
later devoted an entire article to the 
matter. In November in speeches in 
different places Commissioners Walker 
and Wakefield of the FCC had some- 
thing to say about it. In the same 
month the FCC issued a staff report on 
the subject. In the middle of January 
Commissioner Walker made another 
speech, this time before the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 

There has been, however, so far as 
we have learned, no particular agita- 
tion for rural telephone legislation 
from farm organizations. I do not mean 
to imply that they are opposed to such 
legislation but only that they have so 
far not expressed themselves upon it. 








Now what would the bill as intro. 
duced do? It would authorize 35-yeg; 
loans at 1% per cent interest. 

Who could get loans? I quote from 
the bill: 


“ 


- . . persons, corporations, states 
territories, and subdivisions and agen. 
cies thereof, municipalities, people's 
utility districts and cooperatives, nop. 
profit or limited dividend associations 
or mutuals organized under the laws 
of any state or territory. ... and... 
the Rural Electrification Administra- 
tion.” 


For what purpose may loans be ob 
tained? I again quote from the bill: 


“ 


. for the purpose of financing 
the construction, acquisition, extension, 
expansion, rehabilitation, moderniza- 
tion, and operation of telephone sys- 
tems, exchanges, lines, or other facili- 
ties for furnishing telephone service to 
persons in rural areas who are not re- 
ceiving telephone service or for the 
improvement and betterment of exist- 
ing telephone service to persons in 
rural areas... .” 


Would the bill prevent a city, a 
municipality or a cooperative from 
starting up a telephone enterprise in 
competition with a private company? 
Since there is no prohibition of com- 
petition in the bill, the answer must be 
that the Rural Telephone Administra- 
tion could lend money to any of those 
specified to go into competition with a 
private company. 


This is obviously one of the major 
defects of the measure as presented. 
It is difficult to believe that it is the 
intention of the sponsors to have com- 
peting telephone service in any com- 
munity, one company run by private 
capital and another by capital fur- 
nished by Uncle Sam. Aside from the 
fact that this would do violence to the 
accepted tradition of regulated monop- 
oly, it would represent a return to the 
“horse-and-buggy” days of being obliged 
to have two telephones and to pay two 
rates. To private telephone manage- 
ment it would constitute a sword of 
Damocles which would destroy private 
investment in telephone property. 


If the bill should be enacted in a 
form to permit competitive telephone 
systems, state public service commis- 
sions may be forced by the pressure of 
federal grant to issue the necessary 
certificates of convenience and neces- 
sity. In some states, enabling legisla- 
tion of one form or another would 
doubtless have to be enacted to permit 
municipalities or cooperatives to go 
into the telephone business. It may be 
assumed that in such cases a federal 
agency would draft a proposed uniform 
enabling bill, much in the manner of 
the REA cooperative acts sponsored by 
the Rural Electrification Administra- 
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tion following the enactment of the 
origina! REA Act in 1935. 


The functions of the Rural Tele- 
phone Administration would be exer- 
cised by an administrator at $10,000 a 
year, appointed by the President and 
confirmed by the Senate. He would 
have broad power to make investiga- 
tions and reports “concerning the con- 
ditions and progress of providing ade- 
quate telephone service” to rural areas, 
“to provide managerial, engineering 
and legal assistance to borrowers,” and 
to institute suits before regulatory 
bodies and courts respecting various 
aspects to telephone operations carried 
on with borrowed money. The sum of 
$2,500,000 would be appropriated for 
administrative purposes. 


A “rural area” would be defined as 
any area, including cities, villages, or 
boroughs under 10,000 population. De- 
pending upon the interpretation given 
the term, a rural area could be inter- 
preted to mean a very wide expanse of 
territory, perhaps an entire county, 
perhaps even several counties. The 
total population of the country living 
in communities under 10,000 population 
is 68,953,378. Thus, the bill is some- 
thing more than a mere farm telephone 
bill. 


Funds could be loaned for the expan- 
sion, rehabilitation, modernization and 
acquisition of a telephone exchange in 
a community up to 10,000 population 
which has no farm subscribers what- 
ever. A town with a population of 
10,000 would support an exchange hav- 
ing from 1,500 to 2,500 stations. Care 
should be taken to note that the “ac- 
quisition” of telephone exchanges is one 
of the purposes for which loans would 
be authorized. 


Out of approximately 6,400 Inde- 
pendent telephone companies, all but 
about 50 or 60 would be eligible to 
borrow under the terms of the bill. It 
has been estimated that some 15,000 
cities and towns would be affected, en- 
tirely aside from areas that have no 
town status. 


If the bill is enacted into law it would 
make available to Independent com- 
panies, to municipalities and to co- 
operative organizations to be formed, 
adequate funds at 1% per cent interest 
on a long-term amortization basis for 
the various purposes which have been 
described. It is obvious that no exist- 
ing commercial channel is able to lend 
money at so low a rate. As a matter 
of fact, I am informed that the gov- 
ernment itself must now pay 2% per 
cent for 12-year money and would prob- 
ably have to pay from 3 to 3% per cent 
for 35-year money. 


It is the belief of the sponsors of the 
legislation that such loans would pro- 
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Yanks pass through a small French village. 
rear is one of the tanks which rolls side by side with the infantrymen. 


vide a solution of the farm telephone 
problem on a satisfactory basis. 

How far the administrator would go 
in undertaking to have a hand in the 
management of the operations of a bor- 
rower—whether it be a private com- 
pany or a cooperative, or a municipality 
—may depend on his ideas and predilec- 
tions as to what should be done in order 
to protect the property on which a loan 
was made. It is feared by those who 
oppose this legislation that the admin- 
istrator might insist on having a bureau 
chief sit on the board of directors or 
supply other managerial control out of 
Washington while by the supporters of 
the bill it is asserted that managerial, 
engineering, and legal assistance ren- 
dered by the administrator to small 
borrowers would be helpful to them in 
many ways. 


The total amount of money annually 
available under the bill is $100,000,000. 
Half of this amount would be allotted 
to states in proportion to the number 
of farms without telephone service, and 
the other half would be allocated with- 
out restriction but subject to a maxi- 
mum of 10 per cent in any single state. 
At least 20 per cent of the amount 
allocated to any state would be made 
available to telephone companies having 
less than 1,000 subscribers. 


It may be of interest in passing to 
note that the bill provides that the 
term “farm” shall be deemed to mean 
a farm as defined by the Bureau of 
the Census. The Bureau of the Census 
lists a farm as such if it has three 
acres or more, or has a value of prod- 





Note Signalman at left repairing telephone lines. in 


ucts of at least $250 annually. That 


brings in a lot of farms. 

With the remaining $50,000,000 the 
administrator would be authorized to 
make loans, for the purposes discussed, 
to states, subdivisions, municipalities, 
people’s utility districts and coopera- 
tives, non-profits or limited dividend 
associations or mutuals as well as to 
corporations operating telephone sys- 
tems through which service is rendered 
to a total of not more than 10,000 
subscribers. Let us consider for a 
moment how broad this would make the 
borrowing coverage of the bill in terms 
of our national population. 

On the basis of a national popula- 
tion of 132 million, there is one tele- 
phone to each 5.57 persons. It takes a 
city of 55,700 people on the average to 
have 10,000 subscribers. The number of 
people living in cities of 55,700 or less 
is 87,705,091. Thus, under the terms of 
the bill, telephone service could be pro- 
vided on money borrowed from the 
government to telephone companies op- 
erating in cities and towns that have 
66.5 per cent of the total population of 
the United States! 

In making a loan, the administrator 
must certify that in his judgment the 
security is adequate and that the loan 
will be repaid within the time agreed, 
35 years. No loan could be made in an 
amount exceeding 85 per cent of the 
obligations constituting the security 
for it. 

The administrator would have the 
right to foreclose in the event of de- 
fault in the payment of a loan. Fear 
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has been expressed that as a result of 
defaults the administrator might, in 
time, operate a large number of tele- 
phone properties of various kinds and 
sizes. The bill provides, however, that 
the administrator must dispose of any 
such property within five years. 


The opinion has been expressed by 
the proponents of the legislation that 
the administrator would undertake to 
see that a borrower charged rates high 
enough to amortize the debt within the 
time specified. It may be hoped that 
this would be true but it may be ob- 
served that the bill provides that in 
making loans the administrator shall, 
insofar as possible, “obtain assurance 
that the telephone service proposed will 
be made available to the widest possible 
number of rural users at rates which 
are within such users’ ability to pay.” 
The bill, however, sets up no standard 
to determine what the users’ ability to 
pay is. Is it the ability of the poorest 
subscriber on the line? Is it an assumed 
average of the ability of all sub- 
scribers? Or is it simply a judgment 
figure based on the best guess the ad- 
ministrator can make? 


Apparently the proponents of the 
legislation feel that no ground exists 
for believing that subsequent legisla- 
tion dealing with the time the adminis- 
trator can hold property taken over as 
a result of a borrower’s default will be 
enacted. The opponents of the legisla- 
tion, on the other hand, fear that the 
five-year period provided by the bill 
may subsequently be extended by new 
legislation upon request of the adminis- 
trator who would represent that five 
years is too short a time in which to 
find a responsible purchaser. In this 
manner the opponents fear the admin- 
istrator would be able to operate a 
property for almost an indefinite period 
of time. 

A fear has been expressed that the 
prospect will always be present that the 
service rates as agreed to by a bor- 
rower with the administrator, however 
low, may come to be regarded as a 
yardstick with which to gauge the 
reasonableness of rates elsewhere. This 
may emphasize the desirability of in- 
corporating language in the bill de- 
signed to make certain that necessary 
jurisdiction over the matter of rates 
shall remain with the present regula- 
tory bodies. 

Apparently the proponents of the 
legislation feel there is no danger in 
the language “within the users’ ability 
to pay.” The opponents, however, say 
that the only way to protect existing 
companies in their rate structures is to 
eliminate this provision entirely. 

With appropriations running at the 
rate of $100,000,000 a year, it would 
be theoretically possible in less than 
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eight years for the RTA to bring into 
being telephone property representing 
an aggregate investment of $800,000,- 
000. To appreciate the significance of 
this remark it is only necessary to 
point to the fact that the aggregate in- 
vestment in all Independent telephone 
property in the United States at the 
present time is less than $750,000,000. 


It has been asked whether the ad- 
ministrator could lend money to a tele- 
phone company that already has out- 
standing bonds issued under a first 
mortgage. Would he be willing to take 
a junior mortgage? It has been stated 
that what would probably happen in a 
situation of this kind is that the ad- 
ministrator would lend sufficient money 
to pay off the existing mortgage as 
well as to carry out the other pur- 
poses for which a loan is requested. 


Another question asked concerns 
what the bill would do to states’ rights. 
As drawn it may be said that it could 
knock into a cocked hat the jurisdic- 
tion of the state public service commis- 
sions so far as rural telephone service 
is concerned. The RTA could, if it 
wished, by-pass a commission the same 
as if it never existed and go into a 
federal court and ask it to deal with 
such matters as adequacy of service, 
new lines, interconnection of facilities, 
divisions of charges, and the “rates for 
telephone service to rural users.” 


That is a defect of the bill which 
admittedly ought to be corrected. In 
addition to the interest in this matter 
which is entertained by telephone com- 
panies, it may be assumed that the 
National Association of Railroad & 
Utilities Commissioners is alert to this 
threat of erosion of state jurisdiction 
and that it will present its views at the 
proper time. 


Another question concerns the matter 
of expiring franchises. The opponents 
of legislation fear that there may be 
a disposition in some municipalities not 
to renew franchises when they expire 
but to go into the telephone business 
themselves with money borrowed under 
the terms of the bill. The proponents 
on the other hand doubtless feel that 
there is not much danger of this and 
that any such instances would be few 
in number and restricted to those places 
where the company was giving admit- 
tedly inadequate or inefficient service. 


Another question asked concerning 
the bill as drawn is whether a telephone 
property brought into being under gov- 
ernment funds by a cooperative or 
other group would be tax-free. There 
is no reference in the bill whatever to 
this matter. The opponents of the 
legislation, however, are fearful and 
point to reports that bills are now being 
introduced in various states to relieve 


REA electric cooperatives from varioys 
tax obligations. 

Still another fear that has been mep. 
tioned by those opposed to the legisla. 
tion relates to the secrecy of communi. 
cations. A belief has been expressed 
that in the event a municipality should 
own and operate a telephone plant 
there may be danger that the privacy 
of communications so characteristic in 
private operation would find no counter. 
part in public operation. 

Before this legislation is finally acted 
upon, hearings will be held, proponents 
will be afforded an opportunity to pre. 
sent their views, and opponents of the 
bill as a whole or of particular provi- 
sions will be permitted to voice their 
objections. Amendments in certain re- 
spects will undoubtedly be made. 

Commissioner Persons of Alabama 
has indicated that he and Senator Hill 
are quite willing to consider requests 
for amendments to protect the legiti- 
mate interests of the industry, while 
preserving the advantages of the bill 
for the purposes specified in it. The 
USITA has created a Rural Telephone 
Legislative Committee to confer with 
the sponsors of this legislation in the 
interest of obtaining needed amend- 
ments. 

Chairman Brorein of that committee 
and I have had a conference with Sena- 
tor Hill himself and he has given as- 
surance that he would be glad to sit 
around the conference table with our 
representatives in an effort to find a 
common meeting ground. Senator Hill 
is to get in touch with Commissioner 
Persons and arrange for a conference 
with our representatives probably some- 
time in February. 

Up to this point an effort has been 
made to discuss the proposed legisla- 
tion in a factual manner and to draw 
attention to certain arguments urged 
in its support. It may now be in order 
to point out what some of the oppon- 
ents of any legislation whatever have 
to say. Their reasoning runs 
what along this line: 

The Independent telephone compan- 
ies, recognizing their status as public 
utilities, have an obligation to furnish 
telephone service to all who may apply 
therefor in the communities or areas 
in which they respectively hold them- 
selves out to serve. Rates must be rea- 
sonable and nondiscriminatory. Service 
must be adequate. 


some- 


The Independent companies will ac- 
quit their obligations to extend their 
lines into unserved areas as rapidly as 
such extension is economically feasible. 
This obligation will be given effect at 
an accelerated pace as soon as the nec- 
essary manpower and equipment are 
again available. 

(Please turn to page 40) 
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NE WEEK ago in this depart- 
ment your correspondent ex- 
pressed the opinion that, while 


the nomination of Aubrey Williams to 
be head of the Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration would stir quite a row, he 
would probably be 
Senate. But 


confirmed by the 


now this writer is not 


so sure. It may well be that the issue 
will be settled by the time these lines 
appear in print. But, at this writing, 


it begins to look as though the op- 
ponents of Williams have a good chance 
of defeating his appointment. 
Republican Senators are egging on 
the dissident southern Democrats to 
make a “little Wallace” fight out of 
the Williams appointment. More sig- 
nificant is the fact that three powerful 
old-line farm lobbies have swung their 
weight against Aubrey Williams. 
Telephone men, especially those in 
the Independent telephone industry, 
can well afford to pay heed to this 
squabble over REA. The reason is that 
eventually — perhaps not this year — 
there may be legislation along the lines 
of the Poage Bill (discussed last week 
in these pages) to finance rural tele- 
phone service with federal loans. If 
and when that happens, there is reason 
to believe that the control of such fed- 
eral financing is more likely to be given 
to the REA than to a separate, new, 
and independent agency such as the 
Rural Telephone Administration pro- 
posed in the original Hill Bill. And so, 
it ought to be pretty obvious that who- 
ever is the next administrator of REA, 
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Telephone industry has interest in Congressional argument 


over nomination of Aubrey Williams as REA head... . 


FCC commissioners still “sniping'’ at industry in connec- 


tion with rural telephone service. . .. Comparisons of U. S. 


farm telephone development under private enterprise with 


foreign development under government operation given. 


he may, ex officio, become a pretty 
important person in the life of the 
telephone industry. 

Of equal importance is the outcome 
of present maneuvering to reorganize 
the REA setup. This writer has already 
pointed to a bipartisan movement em- 
bodied in the Shipstead-Wheeler-Aiken 
Bill to remove REA from the control 
of the Secretary of Agriculture and 
set it up as an independent agency. 
Now come reports of another alterna- 
tive; namely, to set up REA under the 
control of a three-man board (some- 
thing like the TVA) instead of a single 
administrator and also freeing it from 
domination by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture. 

These various proposals are being 
made part and parcel of the discussion 
over the nomination of Aubrey Wil- 
liams. If Williams is defeated and leg- 
islation to restore the independence of 
REA is passed, there is a good chance 
that John Carmody, former head of the 
REA and now a member of the Mar- 
itime Commission, may be brought back 


important REA agency. 
Carmody set a pretty good record for 
administration and was popular with 
the farm co-ops. 


to head the 


Criticism of Williams seems to be 
based on contentions that he has no 
particular qualifications for this job— 
his background being almost entirely of 
the social worker type of activity. Some 
members of Congress still remember 
with hostility his record as adminis- 
trator of the National Youth Admin- 
istration, which Congress finally put to 
death over the protest of the admin- 
istration. And then some just don’t 
like Williams’ alleged left-wing philoso- 
phy of government. 

Summing up the REA situation as 
a whole, current events would seem to 
be bearing out already a little predic- 
tion made in this department before 
the New Year to the effect that there 
would be a good bit of fuss and feathers 
raised before the successor to Harry 
Slattery takes his oath of office. 

Speaking of REA in connection with 
the telephone business recalls a rather 
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interesting statement which appeared 
in a bulletin entitled “Rural Electrifi- 
cation After the War,” circulated by 
REA at the recent annual convention 
of the National Electric Cooperative 
Association at San Antonio, Tex. This 
bulletin compared rural electrical de- 
velopment in various countries in the 
following paragraph: 


“In 1935, when less than 11 per cent 
of American farms had electric high- 
line service, farm electrification had 
reached 85 per cent in Denmark, 90 
per cent in Germany, 95 per cent in 
France, and practically 100 per cent 
in Holland. Even today, with slightly 
more than 40 per cent of our farms 
electrified, we are still far behind these 
and other countries in that respect.” 


Your correspondent will not vouch 
for the accuracy of these figures. In 
fact, some of them seem most debat- 
able. If French farms, for example, 
were 95 per cent electrified in 1935, 
they certainly must have torn out a lot 
of line for no good reason before this 
writer traveled through that country 
in 1938. Then, the train would pass 
mile after mile of French 
without a single pole 
horizon. 

But taking these figures for what 
they are worth, let us recall another 
little speech that was made at the San 
Antonio convention. This was the 
speech by FCC Commissioner Paul A. 


farm land 
clouding the 


Walker, who pointed out that farm 
telephone service has fallen behind 
rural electrification in the United 


States. Walker plainly implied that if 
the private telephone industry cannot 
do a better job of stepping up farm 
telephone service, other means (pre- 
sumably public or co-operative owner- 
ship) might be necessary. 

With this thought in mind let us com- 
pare these REA figures on rural elec- 
trification in foreign countries with 
telephone statistics in foreign countries. 
Exact comparison of rural telephone 
development in the United States with 
rural telephone service in the Euro- 
pean countries mentioned is not possi- 
ble for the simple reason that truly 
rural telephone service in Europe is so 
scarce that reliable international 
tistics are not available. 

In some parts of the French coun- 
tryside, for example, farm telephone 
service is simply non-existent. When 
the average French farmer wants to 
use the telephone, he has to go into 
the nearest village where he may find 
one in the mayor’s office, another in the 
post office, and another in the church 
rectory. That is the typical French 
setup. 

But let us take telephone develop- 
ment in foreign communities of less 
than 50,000 population. Statistics 
along this line are available and should 


sta- 








make the foreign telephone picture 
look much better if anything. In Den- 
mark where REA says rural electrifi- 
cation had reached 85 per cent in 1935, 
there were exactly 7.61 telephones per 
100 population in 1939, according to 
a study by the AT&T statistician, Knud 
Fick, published in the Bell Quarterly 
for July, 1940 (the nearest compara- 
tive statistical data). In France, where 
REA rural electrification had 
reached 95 per cent, there were exactly 
3.44 telephones per 100 population in 
the smaller communities. In Germany, 
where REA says rural electrification 
had reached 90 per cent, there 
only three telephones per 100 popula- 
tion in the smaller communities. In 
Holland, where the REA rural 
electrification was practically 100 per 
cent, there were only 3.2 per cent tele- 
phones per 100 population in the small 
communities. 


says 


were 


says 


Note well that in all of these foreign 
countries, with the exception of Den- 
mark (which, incidentally had the best 
record) telephone service is operated 
by the government instead of private 
enterprise. It would seem to follow that 
if these foreign governments have made 
such a miserable showing in furnishing 
telephone service to the smaller com- 
munities in comparison with a rela- 
tively high rate of rural electrification, 
Commissioner Walker should not be 
astonished at the fact that rural tele; 
phone service in the United States has 
fallen somewhat behind rural electri- 
fication. 


(Courtesy, COLLIER’S WEEKL) 
“I'll be out as soon as the operator tells my wife her five minutes are up." 


In the United States, as of 1940, ae- 
cording to the recent FCC special re 
port on the subject, there were more 
than a million and a half farm tele 
phones. During that same year there 
were approximately 2,000,000 farms i1 
the United States electrified (today the 
figure is about 2% million farms elec- 
trified—probably little change in the 
rural telephone situation). Consider- 
ing the fact that the FCC report gives 
4,166,743 farms without telephone serv- 
ice in 1940, we get a farm telephone 
saturation of approximately 27 pel 
cent or better than one out of every 
four farms in the United States. Stacked 
up against any European country 1! 
the world, this is a magnificent show- 
ing. 

American 
should set its 


Of course, telephone in- 
for the 


service, 


dustry 
best standards of 
rather than pitiful standards set by 
government-owned and operated serv- 


sights 
possible 


ice abroad. The industry should look 
forward and not backward — up not 
It should aim to bring its tele 
phone service to just as many farms 
as are electrified, and better than that 
if possible. (After all, back in 1920 
there were 2% million farm telephones 
—approximately the same number of 
farms as are today electrified.) 

But at least the American telephone 
industry is entitled to the recognition 
of the fact that it has done a much 
better job of serving more subscribers, 
both farm and non-farm, than the pub 
licly-owned and operated systems used 


TELEPHONY 


down. 








* 
‘ee 
a 
e 





















+ 





40, ac- 
ial re- 
> more 
n tele- 
- there 





rms 


"| fea MINIATURE TUBE SHIELDS 


in the 


a. a QUICK REFERENCE CHART 
t gives f > | TWO TYPES OF SOCKET 


e serv- ' r EBY Tube Shield 
ephont - 5 ; “7 i) Navy G rade G Steatite Description Catalog No. Height 
‘ 


7 pel : e. and General Purpose Type H-F Dieds m7 1%" 
a es pe er ee R-F Amplifier Pentode 7797 1%" 
stacked a with Mica Filled Plastic Pentagrid Converter 1797 13," 


try it SS J WRITE TODAY Power Amplifier Pentode 7797 1¥%," 


show- Diode-Pentode 7797 14," 
FOR SAMPLES AND PRICES Super-Control R-F Amplifier 


oe Pentode 7797 134," 
or the 


service, 





Thyratron (Gas-Tetrode) 7797 1y%," 
Power Amplifier Pentode 7797 13," 
set by f, ‘ H-F Twin Triode 7797 1%," 


1 serv- ~y Power Amplifier Pentode 7797 1y," 
Id look ; Power Amplifier Pentode 7797 1¥," 

+ * ” 
up no = P 


R-F Amplifier Pentode 7797 
ts tele- 


farms } ‘ , | Power Amplifier Pentode 7797 
un that . ~~ Twin Diode 7798 
n 1920 fi 5 Duplex-Diode High-Mu Triode 7797 
phones / H-F Power Triode 7797 


a 4 U-H-F Amplifier Triode 7797 
iber ol ~ 


INCORPORATED Twin Triode 7797 

ephone Detector Amplifier Pentode 7798 

gnition 18 W. CHELTEN AVE. Detector Amplifier Triode 7798 
h Photographs Ss -Control R-F Amplifi 

a Twice Size PHILADELPHIA 44, PA. —=_- 4x 


he pub- U-H-F Diode 7798 
ns used 


HONY FEBRUARY 10, 1945 

















abroad and which some critics of the 
American industry seem to suggest as 
an alternative for improving this sit- 
uation. 

The Industrial News Review, pub- 
lished in Portland, recently summed up 
this matter in a nutshell with the edi- 
torial statement: “In a nation that has 
more telephones than all the rest of the 
world put together, it seems a bit ridic- 
ulous to start blackening the industry 
that made this record.” 


Another recent statement by a mem- 
ber of the FCC—also made in Texas 

should be of at least passing interest 
to the telephone industry. This was 
the statement attributed by the Dallas 
press to Chairman Paul A. Porter of 
the FCC on the occasion of a visit to 
that community last month. Porter 
pointed out that the United States has 
a quarter of a billion dollars involved 
in “the greatest military communica- 
tions system the world has ever seen.” 
Chairman Porter added this statement 
which may or may not be of special 
significance to the telephone industry: 
“We hope to retain these facilities rel- 
atively intact for the purpose of peace.” 

Oddly enough, a day or two before 
Porter visited Dallas, a home-town boy, 
Max McCullough, deputy ration admin- 
istrator of the OPA, visited back home. 
He told the folks there that OPA would 
necessarily be continued over for a 
much longer period than is generally 
anticipated. It is to be wondered just 
how many of the present government 
war agencies and war-born facilities 
will be demanding a peacetime lease 
on life when the war is over. It is to 
be wondered, specifically with reference 
to the world-wide radio communications 
system that has been built for military 
purposes by the United States govern- 
ment, just why the government must 
go on operating these facilities “rela- 
tively intact” when our military forces 
have been cut to a small percentage of 
what they are at present. 

Chairman Porter did not elaborate on 
the purpose of his suggested peacetime 
government operations of our present 
international military communications 
system. But it could only mean one 
of two things, or a combination of 
both: (1) The federal government will 
go into the operation of an interna- 
tional communications business, per se; 
or (2) the government intends to use 


these facilities for propaganda pur- 
poses. 

If the latter proposal is what Chair- 
man Porter has in mind, it probably 
need not bother the telephone industry 
as such. But even so, the suggestion 
that we need an American version of 
Dr. Goebbel’s propaganda ministry will 
not strike many peace-loving Ameri- 
cans as a happy thought for the post- 
war world. Mr. Porter did say that 
these facilities may be used in “telling 
the world how our democracy works.” 
If we are going to bombard the rest 
of the world with radio broadcasts 
to bring them around to our ideas 
of political and social organization, 
will we not be engaging in simply a 
more modern form of imperialism? In 
the old days the imperial nations sent 
armies and navies into distant lands 
for openly imperialistic purposes of po- 
litical domination if not subjugation. 
Today the microphone does _ pretty 
much of the same job by dominating 
native thought, or attempting to do so. 

But the telephone industry has a spe- 
stake in any plans the United 
States government may have in post- 
war operation of its quarter billion 
world-wide communication facilities. 
There is always the temptation for the 
government to operate such facilities 
in competition with commercial commu- 
nications service. And when that hap- 
pens we government in the 
communications business. 


cial 


have the 


There can be no quarrel with or the 
slightest question about government op- 
erations in this field as long as they 
are necessary for strictly military pur- 
poses by our Army or Navy. Presum- 
ably, it would take congressional legis- 
lation to convert such operation into a 
peacetime operation by the federal 
government. But such practices have a 
way of growing very large and be- 
coming quite crystallized under the 
temporary cover of an emergency. 


Then, when the cover is finally yanked 
off and the bald proposal is made that 
the government should go into this sort 
of business or that sort of business, 
private enterprise, which would suffer 
from such subsidized tax-free competi- 
tion, finds that it is not dealing with 
a new proposal, starting from scratch, 
but an already well-rooted and consol- 
idated proposition. 


This danger applies not only to com- 
munications facilities but also to a 


number of different kinds of factories, 
plants, and so forth, built or acquired 
by the federal government and now 
being operated for military purposes, 
The recent attempt to put the Re- 
construction Finance Corp. (which is 
the government banker for most of the 
financing for these various facilities) 
under former Vice President Henry 
Wallace as Secretary of Commerce 
threw some sudden light on the plans 
of some of our left-wing thinkers to 
launch the government in a number of 
businesses through the simple device of 
controlling the purse strings. 


A decision last week in the U. §. 
Court for the District of Columbia has 
regulatory significance 
worth noting. This was the ruling by 
Federal Judge J. Foster Symes that 
individual utility consumers—even 
though they include United States gov- 
ernment in the role of a utility con- 
sumer—have no individual rights to ap- 


some general 


pear in rate case appeals from orders 
of the public utilities commission. 
The case involved a million-dollar-a- 
year electric rate reduction ordered by 
the District of Columbia Public Utili 
ties Commission, which the U. S. gov- 
ernment appealed as being insufficient. 
Regarding the U. S. government in its 
capacity as “a mere ratepayer” (repre- 
sented by the Justice Department, seek- 
ing a $3,000,000-a-year rate cut), the 
court found that ratepayers in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia are presumed to be 
represented, on appeal, by the People’s 
Counsel—an official charged with that 
responsibility by congressional statute. 
It is noteworthy that the Justice De 
partment in this case, is attempting to 
get a modification of the presumption 
favoring regulatory commissions cre- 
ated by the Hope Natural Gas decision. 
The federal government argued for a 
ruling that—notwithstanding the Hope 
case presumption, which ignores com- 
mission methods if results are reason- 
able—the courts should regard as un- 
fair or unreasonable any attempt by 
a regulatory commission to include in 
the rate base, properties alleged to be 
paid for by earnings in excess of “fair 
return” set by the regulating commis- 
sion. The case will be appealed to the 
higher federal courts, with the federal 
government remaining in the limited 
capacity of “‘a friend of the court.” 


>> Early in September when his outfit was moving through France, Capt. John Z. Driver, 
former manager of the Greenfield (Ohio) Telephone Co., revisited a small village in which he 
was billeted back in 1918 when with the AEF during the first World War. He knocked on the 
door of the house where he had been quartered, and found the same family there. The mother, 
who answered the door, recognized him immediately and called him by his old nickname. Also 
at home were the father, a son and one of the two daughters.—Ohio Telephone News. 
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FUNDAMENTAL requirement 
A for giving good telephone service 

and handling satisfactory loads 
is even distribution of traffic over the 
“A” switchboard positions, particularly 
during the busy periods. 

Good work on the part of the operat- 
ing and supervisory forces and the gen- 
eral administration of the office are made 
more difficult and less effective if a 
proper board balance is not maintained. 

Generally speaking, board balance is 
not considered satisfactory if the sec- 
tion, position and panel loads vary by 
more than approximately 8, 15 and 25 
per cent, respectively. 

Supervisors and chief operators are 
responsible for reporting any cases of 
over or underload which they find in 
connection with their supervisory work. 
In addition, a simple routine should be 
established which will provide a defi- 
nite record to show whether or not a 
board is properly balanced, and to serve 
as a basis for the necessary reassign- 
ment of lines where the load is not 
evenly distributed. This routine is 
known as a “Plug Count Record.” This 
is a count at five-minute intervals of 
answering plugs connected to lines 
originating calls. The count is taken 
by an employe behind the operators, 
who counts and records the plugs up in 
each panel. When necessary, due to the 
size of the exchange, two or more em- 
ployes are assigned to taking the count, 
each counting and recording the plugs 
up in a prescribed number of panels. 
The number of such employes is con- 
trolled by the number of readings 
which can be made with care within 
a five-minute period, and varies accord- 
ing to the type of switchboard, class of 
Service, etc. 

Taking a plug count is not difficult, 
but it is necessary that the persons do- 
ing this work be carefully trained and 
Supervised to insure the count being 
Made accurately. 
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The following procedure should be 
followed in taking a plug count: 


(1) The counts should be kept by 
panels. 

(2) The counts should be started at 
exactly five-minute intervals, and al- 
ways made in the same order. 

(3) Only answering plugs actually 
in the jacks should be counted. 

(4) Cords on which a disconnect 
signal is burning on the answering cord 
are counted. 

(5) Line signals, which are lighted 
but have not been answered, are not 
counted. 

If a board is so badly overloaded that 
a large number of line signals is de- 
layed during the busy hours, it may 
be advisable to take two counts in each 
panel, one showing the number of plugs 
for each panel and the other the num- 
ber of line signals burning in each 
panel. 

Regular forms are available for tak- 
ing plug counts on single answering 
jack boards and for multiple answering 
jack boards. 

Where a board is known to be un- 
balanced, or where routine checks have 
not been made, a plug count should be 
taken at five-minute intervals for the 
two consecutive busy hours for five 
days, for example, Monday to Friday, 
inclusive. In offices where the busy 
hour occurs in the evening, the count 
should be taken for that hour and also 
for the busiest hour during the day. 
The readings need not necessarily be 
taken for a clock hour. For instance, 
the readings for the two busy morning 
hours might cover the period from 8:30 
to 10:30. 

After reassignment of lines, indi- 
cated by the plug count as being re- 
quired, has been made, another plug 
count for the same hours should be 
kept for three days and summarized 
as a check on the balance and as a basis 
for a further reassignment of lines if 
necessary. 


After a board has been satisfactorily 
balanced, routine’ plug counts should be 
least twice a year for two 
representative days as a check on this 
balance. In addition, plug counts on 
particular panels should be taken where 
reports from supervisors or 
indicate that the part 
where particular 
are located is unbalanced, either in the 


made at 


other re- 
of the 
panels 


ports 
board these 
busy periods or at any other time. 
The board should be con- 
sidered first by sections, since an un- 


balance 


succession of 
positions being 
either all over or underloaded is most 
serious and cannot be overcome by 
teamwork. Data such as speed of an- 
swer tests and peg count records also 
should be used in deciding what sec- 
tions of the switchboard need relief. 

In balancing boards, lines with high 
calling rates should be reassigned in 
order to obtain the desired results with 
as few transfers as possible. The judg- 
ment of the chief operator and super- 
visors is generally a sufficient basis for 
the selection of lines to be transferred. 

The condition of busy consecutive 
lines also should be considered in bal- 
ancing the board. Where PBX trunks 
or other busy lines are on adjacent 
jacks, there is difficulty in seeing the 
line signals and in making connections 
and disconnections. These disadvant- 
ages, together with the tendency of 
this arrangement to unbalance the 
board, outweigh the advantages of 
grouping PBX trunks. 

Where a board is not equipped with 
the same number of jacks per panel, 
it may not be possible to obtain as close 
a balance by panels as is desired, but 
the assignment of slightly busier lines 
to panels with a small number of jacks 
usually will bring about a good balance. 

After a board has been balanced, 
care should be taken in the assignment 
of new lines so the balance will not be 

(Please turn to page 33) 
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adjacent panels or 
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mote-Controlled Exchange 


IF YOU FIND YOURSELF losing money in the operation of small exchanges, 
because local traffic expense is eating up your revenues—if you are serving a 
number of "switched" lines, making it difficult to convert to dial operation — then 


Automatic Electric R-C-X offers a solution to your problem. 


The R-C-X (Remote-Controlled Exchange) is an auto- 
matic switchboard which takes the place of the local 
magneto switchboard, thus eliminating local traffic 
expense and its accompanying costs. It serves the 
existing magneto telephones—on grounded as well 
as metallic lines, either company-owned or "switched," 
and maintaining the present number of subscribers 


on each line. 


Subscribers’ Sets and Lines 
With the R-C-X, no dials are needed on subscribers’ 


telephones — in fact, no change is required in the 
subscribers’ instruments or lines. 


All connections are completed by an operator at a 
distant exchange, who operates the R-C-X over a 
“control trunk." A calling party simply "rings in’ 
with his magneto generator; the R-C-X equipment 
automatically connects the calling line to the “control 
trunk," signaling the control operator. The operator 
asks for the number desired, and then dials back over 
the “control trunk," causing the R-C-X to complete 
the connection. Ringing is coded by the operator; 
when the call is answered, the “control trunk’ is 
released, ready for another call. 


Control and Toll Trunks 


Any full-metallic circuit may be used as the “control 
trunk.” In addition, the R-C-X is normally equipped 


for one or two toll trunks to the control exchange, and 
switching facilities are provided for transferring the 
control equipment to one of the toll trunks, to insure 
continuity of service. A second "control trunk" is 
provided if the R-C-X is larger than fifty lines or if 
unusual traffic requirements necessitate; equipment 
for additional toll trunks may also be provided in 
any R-C-X switchboard, and connecting trunks may 


be installed to a number of exchanges, if desired. 


Local Control Set 

A special Monophone with plug-ended cord is pro- 
vided for use as a Local Control Set, permitting local 
control of the R-C-X in case of failure of the control 


and toll trunks, or for any other reason. 


ASK FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 
Where full-automatic operation is impractical for 
any reason, including the presence of “switched” lines 
which cannot be converted, Automatic Electric R-C-X 
provides a practical, economical solution to the 
problem of operating costs. Find out for yourself 
what the R-C-X could do for you—how much it would 
save in your exchanges. Tell us your specific problem; 
we'll be glad to give you complete information on 


R-C-X switchboards to meet your requirements. 


Nah LRA aoe Sea 


Originators and Developers of Strowger Step-by-Step Machine Switching Automatic Dial Systems 


Mokers of Telephone, Signaling and Communication Apparatus . 





Distributors in U. S. and Possessions 


. « Electrical Engineers, Designers and Consultants 





AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CORPORATION, 1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago 7, U. S. A. 
Export Distributors: INTERNATIONAL AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC CORPORATION 








N OLD cable splicer, who does 


not wish his name _ published, 

writes us with reference to an 
item appearing on this page in the 
December 2 issue which indicated a 
need for a suitable rack for holding 
cables while they are being spliced in 
an open trench. He agrees with our 
idea and is of the opinion that such a 
device could be fashioned from a 
regular cable rack, sharpened or pointed 
at one end to permit driving into the 
ground. By making use of two of these, 
one on each side of the splice, suitable 
manhole hangers could be utilized to 
support the cable while being spliced 
and wiped. This seems to be both a 
good and practicable idea. 


Returning men of the armed services 
inform us that they have seen telephone 
cable, which makes use of aluminum 
instead of copper conductors, aban- 
doned by the Germans. These conduc- 
tors, it is claimed, are 22 and 19-gauge. 
In splicing, the conductors are twisted 
together and the ends brazed. In our 
opinion, the advantage of aluminum 
over copper in a telephone cable is 
doubtful. It is believed that the Ger- 
mans made use of it merely because of 
a shortage of copper. 


An Army Signal Corps radio ship, 
for the first time in military history, 
relayed the news of American landings 
in the Philippines to the waiting com- 
munications channels of the world. 
Manned by the Army Communications 
Service of the Signal Corps, the ship 
was a vital link in the longest radio 
network ever established. Among the 


first messages flashed was the original 
commbpnique of 


General MacArthur 


26 
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which also was given the British 
Broadcasting System by way of the 
United States. Radiophotos of the in- 
vasion also were flashed back to the 
United States to give the American 
press instantaneous picture coverage 
of the operation. 


According to an Associated Press re- 
lease from the Western Front, Sgt. 
John H. Harris, of Cedartown, Ga., and 
his helper, Pfe. Kelly Jennings, Provi- 
dence, Ky., do not pretend to know the 
speed record for laying telephone field 
wire, but they claim the championship 
anyway. Recently, in stringing wire 
from their truck across a stretch of 
road, under mortar fire, they reeled off 
a mile in one minute flat. 


A new lever key only seven-sixteenths 
of an inch wide for control purposes in 
electronic and communications equip- 
ment where smal! size is important, is 
now available. 

Though narrower than any other 
existing key, this reduction in size has 
been accomplished without any sacrifice 
in versatility, as the 18-spring capacity 
permits more than 500 possible switch- 
ing combinations. Over-all design sim- 
plification has resulted in a more 
rugged, dependable device. 

Designed for one or 
ing or 


two-way lock- 
non-locking operation with a 
positive, snappy action, the entire key 
assembly is held together by a single 
screw to facilitate disassembly. The 
spring pile-up mounts on one side of 
the two-piece pressed steel frame, with 
all front position springs in one group 
and all back position springs in an 
other. 


Contact springs are of nickel silver 





with palladium cross-bar contacts, and 
brass backstop springs are provided 
for tension adjustment. Non-click 
buffer springs are supplied for use in 
circuits where spring backlash is to be 
avoided. All springs are interchange- 
able and the pile-ups may be re- 
arranged easily. 


Early in each year various prophets 
start making predictions as to what 
that New Year may have in store for 
us. The writer has never claimed to 
be a prophet so will not attempt any 
long range predictions. In our humble 
opinion, however, it does not require 
a gaze into the crystal ball to foretell 
the continued difficulties of the average 
operating telephone company. Plants 
are growing older and replacement 
parts are becoming increasingly dif- 
ficult to obtain. Due to the urgent need 
of our armed services for communication 
equipment, the storerooms of commer- 
cial telephone companies probably will 
remain practically bare for some time 
to come. For this reason, it 
necessary to make old equipment last 
far beyond its normal life. Extreme 
care must be exercised in maintenance 


will be 


if adequate service is to be provided 
for a patient, wartime public. 

The end of the war in 1945 is not 
going to be predicted here, anxious 
though we are to return to our normal 
peacetime way of life. The writer has 
made three wrong guesses already on 
the date the war will end in Europe 
and has finally become reconciled to 
a long and difficult conflict. Never, how- 
ever, has any of us doubted our ulti- 
mate victory, but we now fully realize 
that in order to make this victory pos- 
sible we all must continue to 
effort and tolerate our incon- 
veniences, real and imaginary, on 4 
long-haul basis. 
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eme No and’s, ifs or but’s about it, a Homelite Portable Generator, 
ance installed in a plane or a tank is in no position to receive nurse-maid 
ided attention. It’s usually crammed into some hot, tight corner where 
it is practically impossible to service it. 
not Which means just one thing ... a Homelite Generator 
ious g>, with its built-in gasoline engine has to work and stand 
mal te up under the toughest kind of usage . . . hours on 
has ye ... without sahiving any easeiliions or service. FOR YOUR PEACE-TIME JOBS 
on To meet demands like this. . . born of war... The new Homelite Portable Generators that 
“ope Homelite engineers have developed a higher pow- you will use after the war for operating bril- 
! to ered, lighter-weight and, above all, a more depend- liant floodlights or electric tools will work 
ow- able gasoline -engine-driven generator ...a compact, — pe wo and mae oN They will be 
: : é e dependable even under the toughest 
ilti- portable Homelite that will meet and pass the operating conditions. They will work longer 
lize ~ Hl performance requirements of any peace-time job. hours without attention or service ... and 
. will be more rugged and powerful than ever 
~ +> before. 
= \ HOMELITE CORPORATION 
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n¢ longer effective as heretofore: 
Means for relief under such WLB 
decision listed; Mr. Welch also sug- 
gests amendment to labor board's 
appropriation bill, Dec. 9 p. 25. Poli- 
ticians thinking up schemes to aid 
farmers in order to recapture their 
votes; Recent attempt by Agriculture 
Department and officials to use REA 
to gain farmers’ votes example of 
what could happen to an RTA if not 
administered by competent and sin- 
cere officials; Such a bill might be 
of benefit to industry and farmers if 
administrators were interested solely 
in expanding telephone service to 
rural areas rather than turning it into 
a “political racket,"’ Dec. 23, p. 14. 
Eight out of 10 predictions for 1944 
made by Mr. Welch came true; He 
makes 10 prophecies regarding items 
of interest to the telephone industry 
for 1945; Review of major develop- 
ments during past year, Dec. 30, p. 9 

Analysis of the Hill Bill, Dec. 16, p. 13. 

Better take some chips in this game, 
Oct. 7, p. 17. 

Radio allocation important to all tele- 
phone companies,* Sept. 30, p. 9. 

State commissions watch growing fed- 
eral power, Dec. 2, p. 16. 

Taxation without realization, Dec. 9, p 
42. 


Wheat, Carl I.: Rates and excess profits 
taxes (nat. conv.), Oct. 21, p. 82. 

Workman, Mayme: 

A New Year’s resolution, Dec. 23, p. 24 
Plan now for V-day traffic,* Sept. 16, 
». 26. 

The first Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 18, p 
19. 

The Operator’s Corner: July 8, p. 26; 
July 15, p. 26; Aug. 5, p. 32; Aug 
12, p. 27; Aug. 19, p. 28; Sept. 9, p 
30; Sept. 30, p. 22; Oct. 7, p. 48: Nov. 
11, p. 20; Dec. 2,* p. 28; Dec. 9, p. 74; 
Dec. 30, p. 21. 

The spirit of Christmas, Dec. 16, p. 28 

USITA traffic committee urges associa- 
tion aid (nat. conv.),* Oct. 28, p. 17 


Vv 


Kansas Telephone Association 
Cancels Annual Meeting 

The directors of the Kansas Tele- 
phone Association, at a meeting held 
January 25, voted to cancel the 1945 
annual convention scheduled for March 
15 and 16. 

It was decided to conduct an election 
of directors by mail, officers to be 
elected at the annual directors’ meeting 
in March. 


vv 


Georgia Association Holds 
Annual Convention 

The annual convention of the 
Georgia Telephone Association was 
held at the Henry Grady Hotel, At- 
lanta, on January 17 and 18. The con- 
vention was highlighted by an address 
by Clyde S. Bailey, executive vice presi- 
dent of the United States Independent 
Telephone Association. 

Mr. Bailey’s address was on the Hill 
Rural Telephone Bill. Points were 
brought out both for and against the 
bill as seen by the telephone industry. 
After Mr. Bailey’s address, there was 
considerable open discussion concern- 
ing the bill. (See page 13.) 

Other speakers on the program were 
Walter R. McDonald, chairman of the 
Georgia Public Service Commission, who 
spoke on “Postwar Problems of the 
Telephone Industry,” and C. J. Yates, 
general commercial supervisor of the 
Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph 
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“TELEPHONY” WINS ANOTHER EXCELLENCE AWARD 








oy THE INDUSTRIAL EDITORS. 


a 










SSOCIATION OF cHIC 


Es 
a 


IN RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING EXCELLENCE IN 
THE INDUSTRIAL PUBLICATIONS FIELD, THIS CERTIFICATE 
OF AWARD IS PRESENTED TO THE FOLLOWING 
PUBLICATION IN THE INDICATED CLASSIFICATION 


Ver aes 


hap leag PD Mg Coy 


INTERNAL - MAGAZINE STYLE 
EXTERNAL - MAGAZINE STYLE 


INTERNAL - NEWSPAPER STYLE 
EXTERNAL-NEWSPAPER STYLE 


SERVICEMEN'’S BULLETIN 


THE SEVENTH ANNUAL CONTEST OF THE INDUSTRIAL EDITORS ASSOCIATION 
CONDUCTED IN CHICAGO, DECEMBER, 1944 


Meany PA LEM bel en Crate, } 


Reproduction of ‘‘Award in Recognition of Outstanding Excellence in the Industrial Publication 
Field"’ which was won by TELEPHONY in the recent magazine contest held by the Chicago Industrial 
Editors’ Association. This publication was one of a few winners selected from 106 contest portici- 
pants. The winning publications were graded on effectiveness, copy and appearance. This is the 
second excellence award TELEPHONY has won within a year. The first was awarded at the Third 
Annual Wartime Conferences of the National Council of Industrial Editors’ Associations, of which 


the Chicago association is an affiliate, in Cleveland June 1 and 2, 1944. 


In that contest, 


TELEPHONY wes one of 58 award winners out of a total of 1,500 contestants. 


Co., who spoke on “Power Line Carrier 
and Rural Development.” 

The following officers were elected: 
President, J. E. Kirk, Dalton; first vice 
president, J. C. Jennings, Hawkinsville; 
second vice president, A. A. Fincher, 
Canton; secretary, R. S. Griffin, Mon- 
roe, and treasurer, W. A. Echols, Com- 
merce. In addition, the following were 
elected directors of the association: R. 
N. Pfaff, Atlanta; J. L. Mathews, 
Statesboro; A. N. Seward, Tallahassee; 
E. B. Emrey, Atlanta, and C. E. Kirk, 
Douglas. 


State Center, la., Gets New 
Telephone Manager 


Joe Logan became manager of the 
State Center, Ia., exchange of the Cen- 
tral Iowa Telephone Co. on January 1. 
He succeeds Everette Feller, who was 
transferred in November, 1944, to Wil- 
liamsburg, Ia., after having been at 
State Center for two years. 


Mr. Logan had been employed by 
the Central Iowa company at its Toledo 
exchange for about a year. 
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>| | The Operator's 
Corner 
(Concluded from page 21) 
S impaired. It is also important, where 
new positions are being opened up, to 
base the selection of lines to be trans- 
ferred to the new positions on the avail- 
able plug count data so that the board 
balance will be maintained, 
Questions from Illinois Operators 
(1) What is “Plug Count?” 
(2) Can the words “Mount” as in 
“Mount Pulaski,” and “Saint,” as in 
“Saint Elmo,” be abbreviated in enter- 
ing these and similar names on toll 
tickets? 
(3) What is “Suspended Service?” 
(4) What is a healthful temperature 
for operating rooms during the season 
when rooms are heated? 
(5) What methods can be employed 
in denying service for non-payment? 
The answers to these traffic questions 
are presented on page 38. 
ae b h dA | 
Illinois Association Appoints ee ecause e use merte 
Rural Service Committee 
At a directors’ meeting of the IIli- This typical American expression of 
nois Telephone Association, Springfield, finality describes exactly how tele- 
on January 19, a Rural Service Com- phone men feel when they string 
mittee was appointed, consisting of the Amertel wire. The know that sound 
- geen. members: Chairman, Harry engineering onik lasting construction 
. Bates, Dixon, Ill.; Walter Dakin, aie 
Madison, Wis.; Verne B. Clark, Pekin, calls for the very qualities offered 
Ill.; R. B. Still, Bloomington, IIl., and by Amertel galvanized iron or steel 
W. V. Kahler, Chicago. wire. 
- The Tural committee plans to hold This is true regardless of weather 
ial a meeting in the near future to lay out and local conditions for there’s an 
ci- plans for its activities, according to Amertel wire for the longest span or 
he J. G. Hardy, secretary-treasurer of the 
rd ante muaneieiien the shortest span . . . for the heavy 
<4 loading zone and the light loading zone. 
vv And, right now this extra strength 
Re-Introduces Bill for and quality that’s in every inch of 
Government Paid Calls for Vets every type of Amertel is more impor- 
Representative Powers of New Jersey tant than ever. It helps do away with 
has re-introduced his bill of the last repairs, replacements and service calls. 
Congress to provide for War Depart- The job is done—"once and for all”— 
1€ ment payment of long distance calls when you use Amertel. 
n- and of telegrams for servicemen, 
i. wounded or ill, who have returned from 
iS overseas. DISTRIBUTED BY 
l- The bill (H. R. 1448) which goes to 
it the House Military Affairs Committee, 
would allow the servicemen a free, five- A U) T 0) | A T | ft } 1 bE [ T if ' [ 
minute, long distance telephone call to ‘ 
: their homes and the Porn to send and SALES CORPORATION 
2 receive 25-word telegrams. 1033 WEST VAN BUREN STREET + CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 
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Deny Farmer's Request for 
Service by Competing Company 

The Minnesota Railroad & Ware- 
house Commission on January 31 de- 
nied the application of Emil S. Freu- 
denberg, a farmer, for a certificate of 
public convenience to permit the Effing- 
ton Telephone Co., Parkers Prairie, to 
serve his residence which is now located 
in territory claimed by the Lake Irene 
Telephone Co. which also operates from 
Parkers Prairie. 


At a hearing in December it was 





Phote by U. S. Army Signal Corps 
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revealed that Mr. Freudenberg for- 
merly was served by the Lake Irene 
Telephone Co., but had discontinued his 
service with them, claiming unsatisfac- 
tory service. Later, the claim of bad 
service was retracted and the commis- 
sion based its decision on the ground 
that the Effington company was a public 
service corporation and that there was 
no new equipment to be installed. 

The statute claimed to govern the 
ruling in this case states: 

a 


. equipment shall be. . . in- 


“ALL Americans 


LAND." 


SPARTANBURG, S. C. AND WILMINGTON, N. C. 





stalled for the purpose of furnishing 
local, rural or toll telephone service to 
the inhabitants . . . in any locality in 
this state, where there is then in oper- 
ation . . . affected thereby another 
telephone company already furnishing 
such service, without first securing 
from the commission a declaration, 
after a public hearing, that public con- 
venience requires such . . . equipment.” 


Since the pending application was on 
behalf of a single individual and public 
convenience was not involved, the appli- 
cation was denied. 


Vv 


Orders Telephone Restored 
In Bookie Case 

In a decision upholding the old Eng- 
lish maxim that the home should be 
an inviolable castle, Supreme Court 
Justice Morris Eder on January 25 
sternly rebuked the New York police 
department for removing the telephone 
from the home of a bar proprietor sus- 
pected of bookmaking. He ordered the 
New York Telephone Co. to restore 
telephone service even if Commissioner 
Lewis J. Valentine disapproved. 

“Constitutional rights, the right of 
privacy and of the security of the 
home are very sacred and when ig- 
nored and disregarded merit definite re- 
buke,” Justice Eder wrote in a nine- 


THE SCENE IS "SOMEWHERE IN ENG- 
But the men are Americans—mem- 
bers of the U. S. Army Signal Corps. And the 
pole is American—grown and pressure-creo- 
soted in the United States. Only the United 
States can supply poles of the finest quality, 
and in the enormous quantities required for 
military construction. 


For many months, these military needs have 
had first call on Taylor-Colquitt production. 
But we look forward to the day when we shall 
again be able to make prompt shipments to 
meet your requirements. 


Products distributed to Independent Telephone Companies 
by AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CORPORATION, 
1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago 7, Illinois. 


TAYLOR-COLQUITT CO. 


SPARTANBURG, S. C. 
PLANTS AT 
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page opinion, the first ruling of its 
kind in New York where Mayor La 
Guardia has carried on a strenuous 
campaign against bookmaking. 


Justice Eder granted the petition of 
Samuel Shillitani, owner of a bar and 
grill, for an order of mandamus direct- 
ing the telephone company to restore 
service to his apartment from which 
the telephone was removed last April. 

The telephone was “physically re- 
moved” from Mr. Shillitani’s home af- 
ter a charge of bookmaking had been 
made against him by the police. The 
bookmaking charge was dismissed by 
Magistrate Raphael P. Koenig last May 
10. 

The bar proprietor asked the tele- 
phone company to restore service. He 
was informed that his application had 
been referred to Commissioner Valen- 
tine and that approval had been denied 
by the police department with which 
the company “had an understanding.” 
Mr. Shillitani brought suit, naming the 
New York Telephone Co. and Commis- 
sioner Valentine. 

In his decision, Justice Eder noted 
that Mr. Shillitani was “a respectable 
individual” and “an ardent bettor on 
horse races,” who frequently had placed 
bets over the telephone from his apart- 
ment. Last April, the court observed, 
police had entered the apartment over 
the plaintiff’s protests “upon the mere 
presumption” that he was operating as 
a bookmaker and “one of the officers 
physically disrupted the service by re- 
moving the instrument.” 

The New York Telephone Co., de- 
claring it was considering appealing 
the decision, declared: 

“For many years it has been the 
company’s practice to refuse to restore 
telephone service which has been in- 
terrupted by law-enforcement author- 
ities where they object to and refuse 
to approve such restoral. 

“In following such practice, the com- 
pany has acted upon the belief that it 
was legally justified and required to 
thus cooperate. In this it has hereto- 
fore been sustained by the courts. The 
courts have held that sound public policy 
requires the telephone company to aid 
the authorities and that the company is 
within its rights to discontinue service 
upon the request of the police depart- 
ment without an independent investi- 
gation of its own and in such cases to 
refuse to restore service over the ob- 
jection of the police department.” 


vv 


Ohio Sales Approved 

The Ohio Public Utilities Commission 
on January 29 authorized the Ohio 
Consolidated Telephone Co. of Ports- 
mouth to purchase all property of the 
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For more than half a century, 
“YANKEE” Fine Mechanics’ Tools 


—from Spiral Screw Drivers to Tap 


Wrenches and from Automatic Drills to Bit Braces 
—have been doing the work they were designed to 
do: saving time, energy, and costs on countless dif- 
ferent jobs. “Yankee” ingenuity means faster and 
easier work. “Yankee” quality means dependable 
and rugged performance. Remember this when 
“Yankee” Tools, having done their bit in the shops 


of war, are again available for the jobs of peace. 


Order from your industrial supply distributor, or 


write North Bros. Mfg. Co., Dept. T-245, Phila., Pa. 


‘YANKEE’ TOOLS 


make good mechanics better 
North Bros. Mfg. Co., Phila. 33, U. S. A. 
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The “Drop” Test 


In this gruelling test, 
samples of Bernard 
Linemen's Pliers 
were chilled to 40 degrees below 
zero and then dropped from a 


| Citizens Telephone Co. of Circleville 


and the Portsmouth Home Telephone 
Co., except a small plant in Kentucky 
owned by the latter firm. 
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Approves Purchase of 
Independent by Bell 


The joint application of the North- | 


western Bell Telephone Co. and the 
Birch Lake (Minn.) Rural Telephone 
Co. to buy and sell, respectively, the 
telephone property in the vicinity of 
Birch Lake was granted by the Minne- 
sota Railroad & Warehouse Commis- 
sion on January 31. At the same time, 
the commission authorized the Bell 
company to make effective on the prop- 


erty when purchased, its rates now in | 


effect for similar service provided from 
the White Bear, Minn., exchange. 


The sale of the property, it was said, 


will result in the improvement of tele- 
phone service in the community affected 


| and will make possible further plant 
| construction necessary to serve six non- 
| users who are desirous of obtaining 


building higher than the highest | 


pole to a concrete surface below 
without breaking. It takes expert 
forging of superior steel to make 
pliers like this. 

Equip your linemen with Bernard 
Pliers which stand the hardest 
usage and give 


Send for catalog of 
the Scholihorn line 
of BERNARD tools 


THE WM. SCHOLLHORN CO. 


TELEPHONE TOOL 
420 Chapel St. 


Exclusive Makers of 
BERNARD Parallel Action Tools 


DIVISION 
New Haven, Conn. 





service but are unable to do so. 
Fourteen persons were listed as own- 
ers of the Birch Lake company. The 
company furnished service to one per- 
son who had no property interest 
therein, it was reported. However, the 
owners stated that they were no longer 
able to properly maintain their plant 
and give adequate telephone service. 
Because of this, 12 of the owners signed 
a petition to Northwestern Bell to pur- 


| chase said property so service would 


be supplied by that company. 
Vv 


Personal Injury Suit 
Continued Until June 

A mistrial was ordered January 24 
by Judge Orrin B. Hughes during trial 
in Addison County (Vt.) Court of the 
$10,000 civil action brought by Ceylon 
G. Orvis of Starksboro, Vt., against the 
Western Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Richmond. The case was continued 
until the June term of the court. 

Mr. Orvis seeks to recover for in- 


| juries sustained last May when his 





automobile was ditched when it came 


in contact, as alleged, with a cable | 
owned by the company of which he is | 
| an employe. 


Mr. Orvis claimed he was uncon- 


scious for 11 days as a result of the 


accident. 


Vv 


Requested FCC Appropriation 
Less Than in Past Years 

In presenting his annual budget 
measure to Congress, President Roose- 
velt requested $5,207,000 for operation 
of the FCC for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1946. The requested figure is 
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less than those asked in recent years 
because a portion of the FCC appropri- | 


ation has been used previously in mon- 
itoring services which have now been 
transferred to the Army and Navy. 
The amount requested will provide 
for an increase of $615,217 in funds 
available to the commission’s engineer- 
ing department and an increase of 
$113,855 for the law department. 


Vv 


Puerto Rico Government May 
Acquire Telephone Company 
(Special to TELEPHONY) — The possi- 
bility that the government of Puerto 
Rico may acquire the properties of the 
Puerto Rico Telephone Co. before July 
1, was revealed at San Juan on Janu- 
ary 29 by Rafael Delgado Marques, 
executive director for the communica- | 
tions authority who returned from the 
United States where he participated in 
the negotiations, representing the in- 
sular government. Progress on the 
negotiations have been notable, he said. 


Priorities for the purchase of equip- 
ment to install a dial telephone system 
at the government-owned telephone sys- 
tem in the city of Caguas were ob- 
tained he said, and the corresponding 
orders have been issued to the States. 
The Caguas station serves Caguas, 
Cayey, Juncos, San Lorenzo, Aibonito, 
Gurabo, Las Piedras and Cidra and the 
rural districts of Jagueyes and Guay- 
nabo. 

Jack Zerbe, general manager of the 
Puerto Rico Telephone Co., arrived in 
San Juan on January 28, and it is re- 
ported that the negotiations for the 
purchase by the local government of 
the properties of this company will be 
resumed soon. Therefore, for the time 
being, if negotiations do not fail totally, 
condemnation proceedings will be 
dropped by the government. 


Vv 


Names Harold L. Mason Chairman 
Of Ohio Commission 

Harold L. Mason, 42-year-old Upper 
Sandusky, Ohio, lawyer and former 
member of the Ohio House of Repre- | 
sentatives, was named on January 30 
by Gov. Frank J. Lausche to the chair- | 
manship of the Ohio Public Utilities 
Commission, succeeding George C. Mc- 
Connaughey of Cleveland, whose term 
expired February 1. 

Mr. Mason, whose appointment to 
the $6,000-a-year post is for a six-year 
term, served three terms in the Ohio 
House, beginning in the 1937-38 Legis- | 
lature and in his last term was Demo- 
cratic minority floor leader. A graduate 
of Ohio Wesleyan University and the 
Ohio State University Law School, he 
has practiced law in Upper Sandusky 
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Standard 100 Ampere — 23 Cell Diverter Pole 
Charger with Unit Mounted Automatic Controls 


The Electric Products DIVERTER POLE Generator Sets, wherever installed, 
have universally earned the approval and confidence of Utilities engineers, 
for charging Telephone Exchange Batteries, because of the inherent character- 
istics to stay on duty at all times providing automatically, a safe, controlled 
floating charge and at the same time serving all exchange load requirements. 


Some of the Diverter Pole inherent characteristics that insure this performance 


are: 


© It maintains control of the exchange voltage well within high-low limits at 


all times. 


© It constantly provides a closely regulated charging rate enough to compen- 
sate for losses and maintain the battery in a healthy, fully charged condition. 


© The Diverter Pole Generator is fully automatic in operation eliminating manual 
attention to charging and requiring only periodic inspection. 


© It reduces to a minimum transmission of any noises to the circuit and is 





mechanically quiet. 


© By shifting all loads, beyond the safe capacity 
of the generator the Diverter Pole protects 
itself against any damaging overloads and is 
free from any characteristics of “running away" 
or reversal of polarity. 


These inherent characteristics plus the special 
design, careful construction, and extensive field 
tests have insured maximum battery efficiency 
and life at minimum maintenance costs for over 


20 years. 
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for the last 15 years and served two 
terms as Wyandot County prosecuting 
attorney. 


In announcing the appointment, Gov- 
ernor Lausche said: “I am satisfied 
from his past experience that he is in 
a position to be impartial to the utility 
companies, to the governmental units 
and to the consumers. He has no past 
attachment and will be in favor of 
anything for the public good. He has 
never been a proponent or opponent in 


| a utility case.” 


| installation, 


Vv 


Discontinues Four-Party Coin 
Box Telephone Installation 

The four-party coin box telephone 
established many years 
ago as a convenience for individual 
subscribers unable to afford the advan- 
tages of regular line service, was dis- 
continued in Cincinnati, Ohio, accord- 
ing to announcement by the Ohio Public 
Utilities Commission on January 25. 

A report from Columbus, Ohio, states 
the commission authorized the Cincin- 
nati & Suburban Bell Telephone Co. 
to cancel such classification, including 
the rate. Search of company records 
shows 13 installations of the type in 
question as the maximum carried in 
any single year. 


Vv 


Woman Seeks Damages 

Nettie Lienard filed suit in com- 
mon pleas court at Lancaster, Ohio, on 
January 29, against the Ohio Bell Tele- 


| phone Co., seeking the sum of $25,000 





for injuries allegedly received in a fall 
over a wire belonging to the company 
on January 28, 1943, in Lancaster. 


Files for Incorporation 

W. C. Mumaw recently filed papers 
of incorporation for the Cohasset Beach 
Telephone Co., Aberdeen, Wash., listing 
a capital of $10,000. Incorporators are 
given as: W. C. Mumaw, Myrtle C. 
Mumaw and J. E. Stewart, all of Aber- 
deen. 


vv 


Files Amendment 

Bacigalupi, Elkus & Salinger of San 
Francisco, Calif., on January 3 filed 
an amendment to its application for 
incorporation of the West Coast Tele- 
phone Co., Everett, Wash., reducing the 
company’s capital to $5,000,000. 


vv 


Summary of Commission 
Rulings and Hearings 


IHinois Commerce Commission 

February 7: Hearing on application 
of Harrisonville Telephone Co., Water- 
loo, for order authorizing the issue of 
$65,000 of its capital stock. Postponed 
from January 16. 

Kansas State Corporation Commission 

February 20: Hearing on application 
of Farmers Mutual Telephone Co. for 
authority to make certain rate changes 
at Wellington and South Haven. Con- 
tinued from December 12. 

February 20: Hearing on application 
of Ross Gault for certificate of con- 
venience and authority to transact tele- 
phone business in Wellsville and 
vicinity. 

February 20: Hearing on applica- 
tion of Inland Telephone Co., Wellsville, 
Franklin County, for permission to 
transfer its franchise and cease operat- 
ing. 

February 27: Hearing on application 
of Farmers Cooperative Telephone Co., 
Halls Summit, for authority to make 
certain rate changes. 





(2) Yes. 


period after notification by him. 
(4) 


(A) 





Answers to Traffic Questions on Page 33 


(1) Please refer to preface for information desired. 
“Mt.” is used for “Mount” and “St.” for “Saint.” 


(3) Suspended service is a service offered subscribers who desire to 
have their service discontinued for a temporary period at a reduced rate. 
This service entitles the subscriber to the privilege of retaining his 
number and listing and of having his service restored within a short 


The temperature should be maintained at 68 to 70 degrees, not 
to exceed the latter. During damp weather it may be necessary to keep 
the operating room at a slightly higher temperature to prevent the 
moisture from causing apparatus trouble. 


(5) Three methods may be employed: 


Denial of outgoing service only (without interception). 
(B) Denial of incoming service only (with interception). 


(C) Denial of both outgoing and incoming service (with intercept- 
ing of inward service only). 
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February 27: Hearing on applica- 
tion of Lehigh (Kan.) Telephone Co. 
for authority to make certain rate 
changes for switching service there. 


February 27: Hearing on application | 


of Home Telephone Co., Scottsville, for 


authority to make certain rate changes. | 


March 6: Hearing on application of 


Huron (Kan.) Telephone Co. for au- | 


thority to make certain rate changes. 


March 6: Hearing on application of 
Peoples Telephone Association, Athol, 
for authority to make certain rate 
changes. 


March 7: Hearing on complaint of 
A. J. Detrixhe and three neighbors 
against Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. and American Telephone Co., Abi- 
lene, for relocation of boundary line. 


Missouri Public Service Commission 


January 31: Joint application filed 
by Dewey Waller, and F. H. Mans- 
bridge and B. L. McKinzie for per- 
mission to sell and buy, respectively, 
Butler County Telephone Co., Fisk. 


Oklahoma Corporation Commission 


February 14: Hearing on application 
of Oney Telephone Exchange, Albert, 
for authority to increase rural rates. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 


February 5: Hearing on joint appli- 
cation of Wisconsin Telephone Co. for 
authority to sell its telephone plant in 
and near Redgranite, Waushara County, 
to Jens Jensen and of the latter for 
authority to operate a telephone busi- 
ness there and to purchase said plant. 


February 6: Hearing on rendition of 
service to Fred H. Steinman by Lynn 
Telephone Co., Granton. 


February 7: Hearing on investigation 


of refusal of Commonwealth Telephone | 


Co., Madison, to furnish service to 
James J. Shebesta. 


Vv 


Akron, Ohio, Doctor Acclaimed 
Telephone Troubleshooter 

An Akron, Ohio, doctor, in addition 
to his skill and sagacity in treating the 
ills of man, might also lay claim to the 
title of telephone troubleshooter. A pa- 
tient complained that she couldn’t hear 
well. He restored her hearing by ex- 
tracting a quantity of wax from the 
left ear. 


The lady was profusely appreciative. 


She said she had had the telephone | 


repairman out twice and now she knew 


why he couldn’t find anything wrong | 


with the telephone. 
Vv 
J. H. Agee Named Director 


J. H. AGEE, vice president and gen- | 


eral manager of the Lincoln (Neb.) 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., recently 
was named a director of the Security 
Mutual Life Insurance Co, of Nebraska, 
a company with $50,000,000 of insur- 
ance in force and $9,000,000 of assets, 
now in its 50th year in business. 
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Pros and Cons 
Of RTA Bill 


(Continued from page 16) 





The people in the telephone indus- 
try—Independent as well as Bell— 
are possessed with the “know how”’ to 
do this better than anyone else. If the 
bill is passed there will almost inevi- 
tably be an attempt to drain man- 
power away from private companies. 

During the trying times through which 
we are now passing, standards of main- 
tenance and service in both rural areas 
and urban communities must be viewed 
with an appreciation of the abnormal 
conditions confronting all forms of ac- 
tivity. 

It must also be recognized that at 
least until the war is over it will not be 
possible for any capital—public or pri- 
vate—to furnish telephone service to 
everyone who may desire it. 

It is likewise pointed out by those 
who believe legislation is not necessary 
that even since 1940 the large number 


of 350,000 additional farms have re- 
ceived telephone service and that since 
1935, approximately 500,000 farm tele- 
phones have been added. 

It also is pointed out that although 
economic and other conditions resulted 
in a loss of farm telephones during the 
depression period, there are fewer farms 
without telephones today than at any 
time since the turn of the century, and 
that the United States leads the world 
in percentage of farms with telephone 
service. Likewise, it is pointed out that 
according to Department of Agricul- 
ture data, even today a number of 
countries have electricity on farms 
reaching from 85 to 100 percent of the 
total, while in the United States only a 
little more than 40 percent are electri- 
fied. 

The national association now has a 
very able Rural Telephone Service 
Committee engaged in studying all as- 
pects of the rural telephone problem. 
The Bell System has a similar commit- 
tee. Both bodies are trying to find 
whether less expensive equipment can 
be devised; trying to ascertain whether 
a partial solution can be found in gen- 
eral rate structures; and trying to 
devise methods of acquainting the 
farmers themselves with the value of 
telephone service. Telephone companies 
have done every job yet they have been 
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given to do. The government should 
not step in until it has been demon- 
strated that this particular job cannot 
be done by private industry. 

The opponents of legislation recog- 
nize that there are many perfectly 
honest and patriotic Independent tele- 
phone men who may wish to embrace 
an opportunity to take advantage of 
the low interest rate allowed under the 
pending bill. We are admonished, how- 
ever, not to permit the shimmering 
mirage of easy money dim the bril- 
liance of the past achievements of pri- 
vate telephone operation nor serve as 
an opiate to dull our sense of what 
private operation can do in the future, 


We are warned that there is no such 
thing as a pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow. We are warned that free and 
easy money may prove to be an iri- 
descent dream which will fade with the 
sunlight of reality that will come when 
a telephone company may be required 
to allow a bureau chief from Washing- 
ton to sit on its board of directors and 
otherwise participate in its manage- 
ment. We are also warned that we 
should not permit ourselves to be de- 
ceived by assurances that it is only in 
isolated cases that the long arm of gov- 
ernment would intrude into the affairs 
of management. We are reminded that 
a journey of 1,000 miles is begun 
with one step. The opponents of the 
legislation speak of what Justice Suth- 
erland of the United States Supreme 
Court said when, in a case before him, 
it was asserted that there did not ap- 
pear to be a serious infringement of 
constitutional rights. The justice re- 
torted : 


“You remind me of the girl who, out 
of wedlock, had given birth to a child 
and tried to condone it on the ground 
that it was a very, very small baby.” 


The same Justice, in a 
opinion, once said that: 


dissenting 


“The saddest epitaph that can be 
carved in memory of a vanished liberty 
is that it was lost because its possessors 
failed to stretch forth a saving hand 
while yet there was time.” 


The opponents of the legislation 
point also to what the young and pro- 
gressive president of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce told the Ameri- 
can Farm Bureau Federation before 
its annual meeting on December 13. He 
said: 


“IT know that American farmers do 
not want to become wards of the gov- 
ernment. As free men, they want to 
stand on their own feet. But if they 
rely upon government subsidies and 
government handouts, the day will 
eventually come when they will not be 
free men. They need rain to grow their 
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crops, but they do not need government 
wet nurses.” 


The opponents of the proposed leg- 
islation likewise point to what a great 
farm leader said before the 78th an- 
nual session of the National Grange in 
Winston-Salem, N. C., on 
15. Albert S. 
said: 


November 
Goss, master of the 


Grange, 


“The dictators of Europe found that 
the easiest way to gain complete con- 
trol of the mass of the people, particu- 
larly farmers, was to get them into 
debt and control the source of credit. 
The extent of regimentation practiced 
in the name of credit here in this coun- 
try has in some cases been beyond be- 
lief.”’ 


now have tried to sketch the cir- 
cumstances which give rise to what has 
been termed the rural telephone prob- 
lem. I have attempted to analyze the 
principal provisions of the Hill Bill, in- 
troduced in an effort to find a solution 
to this problem by legislative processes. 
I also have endeavored to summarize 
the arguments that have been advanced 
by the proponents of the bill, and like- 
wise attempted to summarize the argu- 
ments advanced by the opponents in 
opposition to the enactment of any leg- 
islation as an attempted solution. In a 
short period of time I obviously have 
been able to hit only the high spots. 

In the open forum of debate the 
truth rises to the top. Let us hope that 
in our discussions of rural telephone 
service the merits and demerits of all 
proposals will be fully explored to the 
end that the form of solution finally 
decided upon may be constructive and 
If it meets that test it can be 
depended upon to be in the interest of 
telephone companies, generally, as well 
as in the interest of the country at 


large. 


sound. 


vv 


Former Operator Succeeds 
On New York Stage 

3ibi Osterwald, who was employed 
by The Chesapeake & Potomac Tele- 
phone Co. in Washington, D. C., from 
July, 1935, to January, 1940, as a long 
distance operator, is now starring as 
Mrs. Casey Jones in “Sing Out Sweet 
Land.” 

She has appeared in many produc- 
tions of the civic theater and Catholic 
University in Washington, D. C. Also 
she has appeared in many night clubs 
in New York and Washington, as well 
as on the radio and in television. 


Vv 


Manager Resigns 

After 43 years with the LaMotte 
Cooperative Telephone Co., Palestine, 
Ill., M. W. Scuroy resigned as manager 
on January 15, 1945. 
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Appoints W. C. Bruce Deputy 
Minister of Telephones 

W. C. Bruce, Edmonton, former gen- 
eral plant superintendent and 
recently acting general manager of 
the Alberta Government Telephones 
(AGT), recently was appointed deputy 
minister of and general 
manager of AGT, it was announced by 
Acting Premier Hon. W. A. Fallow, 
minister of railways and telephones in 
Alberta. Mr. Bruce succeeds Alexander 
Mitchell who has retired due to ill 
health. 


more 


telephones 


A. M. Allen, general plant superin- 


Bruce in that 
Edwards, former toll 
assistant, moves up as con- 
according to the 


tendent, succeeds Mr. 
post, and D. S. 
engineer 
struction engineer, 
same announcement. 


Vv 


War Communications Are Vital 
The first used as a 
piece of standard war equipment dur- 
ing the Spanish-American War. Now 
modern completely 
without telephones and the 
means of communications that 
have developed from the telephone. 


telephone was 


armies would be 
helpless 


other 
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Cabot Magneto Ringing Set provides a 
complete solution for ringing require- 
ments. Its simplicity of design . . . only 
one rotating element . . . assures long 
operating life with little if any main- 
tenance cost. It operates quietly and 
causes no radio interference. Close volt- 
age regulation assures uniform ringing. 
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@ No brushes, collector rings 
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ference. 


Output is 80 volts, 19 cycles, 15 watts. 
The Holtzer-Cabot line consists of a 
complete range of types and sizes of 
equipment to meet all ringing require- 
ments. It has the unqualified approval 
of the engineering and service depart- 
ments of all major telephone com- 
panies. Bulletin 1310-02 gives the com- 
plete Holtzer-Cabot story. Write for 
your copy today. 
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CANCELED CONVENTIONS 


The conventions of the follow- 
ing state telephone associations 


have been canceled: 


Illinois Telephone Association 


Iowa Independent Telephone As- 
sociation 


Kansas Telephone Association 


Kentucky Independent Telephone 
Association 


Michigan Independent Telephone 
Association 


Nebraska Telephone Association 

Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
phone Association 

Spring Executives’ Conference of 
the United States Independent 
Telephone Association 

Texas Telephone Association 


Wisconsin State Telephone Asso- 
ciation 











| State Department To Follow 
|New Telephoning Dictum 
The State Department in Washing- 


| ton has laid down a dual dictum to 


employes to get the ice out of their 


| telephone conduct and the molasses out 


| of the flow of correspondence. 


| the telephone. 


| which functions 


| the sweethearts of soldiers, 


There’s 
to be no more “Who’s calling?” stalling 
when someone’s trying to get you on 
Diplomats are not to 
say “Get me Mr. Ipswich, Miss Blue,” 
and then wander off, while Mr. Ipswich 
waits at the other end of the wire. 

If your secretary answers while you 
are busy, have her take a message 
without demanding, “Whaddya want?” 
The reason for all this is to warm up 
the department’s reputation and speed 
up foreign policy. 


Vv 


Chief Operator Understands 
Moods of “Human Element" 

“The smallest chief operator with the 
largest ability,” is the way Mrs. 
Thelma Piper’s boss, R. D. Johnston, 
describes the diminutive matron who 
holds the important wartime post of 
toll chief operator in Rockford for the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 

Mrs. Piper has been toll chief opera- 
tor for the past 10 years. It is not 
the routine of the operator’s room, 
smoothly, that has 
made these wartime years the most 
difficult ones of Mrs. Piper’s career. 
It’s the human element, for all of the 
150 girls under Mrs. Piper’s super- 
vision reflect the strains and stresses 
which affect the entire nation. “They 
are the mothers, the sisters, the wives, 
sailors, 
marines and some days their hearts are 
heavy and it’s hard for them to work,” 
Mrs. Piper said. 


Operator and Detective Locate 
Wife for Wounded Yank 
Detective Robbins of Tulsa, Okla, 
picked up his telephone to answer what 
he thought was a routine call. It wasn’t, 
Wounded S/Sgt. Lee Shaw, just ar- 
rived in New York via hospital plane, 
and carried to the nearest telephone by 
crew members, was trying to call his 
wife. It was their first wedding anni- 
versary. But the sergeant was so ex- 
cited he forgot addresses and numbers. 
From there a New York long dis- 
tance operator took over. She called 
the detective’s office to ask for help, 
giving the officer the street on which 


Mrs. Shaw lived and the approximate 
block. Squad car men knocked on 
doors with, “Does Mrs. Lee Shaw live 


here?” until they found her. A sob- 
bing young wife rushed to a telephone 
and gave the sergeant the “thrill of my 
life.” 


vv 


Fake Telephone Man Loots Home 

A man who pretended to represent 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. gained 
entrance to a Chicago home on Janu- 
ary 17 and escaped with $50, a collec- 
tion of coins valued at $50 and a ring 
valued at $150. He threatened the occu- 
pant with injury if she made an outcry, 
she said. 
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Division of 
THE LINEN THREAD CO., INC. 
60 East 42nd St., New York 17 
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Taxation, Government Business | 
Vs. Private Business 

The Tennessee Valley Authority re- | 
cently issued a press release, according | 
to which TVA paid six states and 126 | 
counties “in lieu of taxes” a total of 
$2,168,824 for 1944, the fiscal year end- 
ing in 1944, it was stated recently in 
the Industrial News Review. The re- 
port continued as follows: 

“The statement indicated that this 
amount greatly exceeded former taxes 
paid by privately-owned utilities. The 
report did not say it was comparing 
TVA’s last year’s payment “in lieu of 
taxes” with the taxes paid by private 
ownership nine years ago. Nor did it 
mention the fact that if TVA had not 
monopolized electric power development 
in its territory, the private companies 
would have continued to expand and 
pay increasing taxes. 

“But the principal fact which it failed 
to mention was that, compared with 
some 7 per cent of its gross income 
which TVA pays in taxes, privately- 
owned power utilities in 1943 paid ap- 
proximately 24.5 per cent of their gross 
revenues in all forms of taxes, accord- 
ing to the Federal Power Commission. 
So figure for yourself how many mil- 
lions in taxes TVA fails to pay which 
private companies are forced to pay. 
In other words, TVA and all similar 
government-owned power plants, are 
not bound by the tax laws which apply 
to every private industry and private 
citizen in the land. 

“No matter how they try to dress the 
picture, as government acquires more 
and more property and eliminates pri- 
vate business with tax-exempt govern- 
ment competition, the tax drain on the 
private citizen will get heavier, until 
the laws are changed so that govern- 
ment business ventures are taxed the 
same as private business with which 
they compete.” 


Vv 


Kentucky Convention Canceled 

The executive committee of the Ken- 
tucky Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion at a recent meeting decided to 
cancel its 1945 convention which pre- 
viously had been scheduled for March 
20 and 21 at the Lafayette Hotel in 
Lexington. The committee also decided 
that, until conditions change, no dis- 
trict meetings should be held. 


Vv 


Manager Seriously Ill 


J. T. ZEIKLE, manager of the Farmers 


Telephone Co., Mirabile, Mo., is ill in 
St. Joseph Hospital where he has re- 
ceived several blood transfusions do- 


nated by friends in hopes of saving | 


his life, it was reported on January 24. 
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DIAMOND 


MEANS LESS 
REPLACEMENT 


ON POLES 


Mfd. by Colfax Lumber & 
Creosoting Company. Inc. 


COLFAX Creosoted Yellow Pine 
Poles are carefully graded ac- 
cording to physical properties 
desired and treated with 8 Ibs., 
or more if you wish, of Grade 
No. | Creosote Oil in accord- 
ance with AWPA specifications. 


Each pole is treated full length 
finest 


| ob- 


under pressure with the 


and cleanest creosote oO! 


tainable. 


Reduce losses in revenue due 


to pole failures—specify: 


DIAMOND 


No. 17 Bronze Drop Wire 


synthetic ru 
Z . soft, unbleached cotton 


braid, thoroughly satura 
to provide a long-!" 
ture-resisting covering. 





Creosoted Yellow Pine Poles 


STROMBERG-CARLSON 


RECOMMENDS — 





Distributed Exclusively by 


STROMBERG-CARLSON 


High strength bronze con 
; . . expertly blended 


bber insulation 


ted 
g-lived mois- 


A Quality Product Made by 


Phelps Dodge 
Copper Products 


Corporation 


Habirshaw Cable and Wire 


Division 


STROMBERG-CARLSON COMPANY 


Factory and General Offices: Rochester 3, New York, U. 5. A. 


Branch Offices: Chicago, Kansas City, San Francisco, Toronto 





Stockholders Authorize 
Switchboard Purchase 

Stockholders of the Hamilton County 
Farmers Telephone Association, Au- 
rora, Neb., recently authorized the pur- 
chase of a new switchboard for its 
headquarters exchange there. 

Revenues of $72,674 for 1944 repre- 
sented a profit of $2,311. The company 
is largely owned by farmers, and op- 
erates 11 exchanges, it was reported. 
Service is interchanged without cost 
to subscribers between all exchanges. 
The rates are unusually low, but de- 
spite the fact that service is supplied 
practically at cost, the number of 
patrons decreased from 3,160 in 1925 
to 1,873 in 1940. Even with better 
financial conditions on the farms, the 
number of stations as of December 31, 
1944, was 2,177. 


Vv 
To Work in Spain 


JOHN W. Wopat, consulting engineer, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., has been engaged 
to make a valuation of the telephone 
operating properties for the Interna- 
tional Telephone & Telegraph Co. in 
Spain. Mr. Wopat will leave this 
country this month and expects to re- 
turn about July 1 
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Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & Tie CO. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 











Cedar Poles 
MAC GILLIS & GIBBS COMPANY 


Wells Bidg., Milwaukee 2, Wis. 
- * 
Northern White and Western Red 
Cedar Poles—Plain or Butt-Treated 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St, 
———— Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. entrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 








International Creosoting and Construc- 
tlon Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and kana, Texas. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White— Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Pensacola Grgeceting Company, Pen- 
reosoted 


sacola, Fla. —C uthern Pine 
Poles of Superior Long Leaf Quality. 
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The two sons of MR. AND MRS. P. WINEMILLER 
visited their parents in Dallas, Tex., during the 
holidays. They are shown above with Mrs. 
Winemiller. JACK, who is in the Navy and sta- 
tioned at San Antonio is on the left, and PERRY 
(right) is a major in the air corps, stationed 
at McCook, Neb. Mr. Winemiller is a sales 
engineer with the Stromberg-Carlson Co. 


Bell Official Collects 
Directories as Hobby 

W. R. Whitaker, general directory 
manager, Southern Bell Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., Atlanta, Ga., who col- 
lects foreign and unique telephone di- 
rectories as a personal hobby, has re- 
ceived the current issue of the Chung- 
king, China, directory. It was sent by 
a Chinese telephone official through the 
request of an American boy who is 
located in China, and it was brought 
back to the states over the Burma, 
Indian, North Africa, South American 
route by a returning soldier. 


While the content of the directory 
cannot be divulged for military rea- 
sons, mention can be made that it is 
similar to our American directories ex- 
cept that it carries a list of subscribers 
arranged numerically by telephone 
numbers. 


Mr. Whitaker has quite an interest- 
ing collection of directories, and per- 
haps one of the most unique is a tele- 
phone directory of the “Royal Train” 
that carried the king and queen of 
England, including the royal party, 
across the North American continent 
a few years ago. 


Vv 
OBITUARIES 


H. B. BurcGess, retired manager of 
the Western Light & Telephone Co., 
Lewistown, Mo., died January 15 fol- 
lowing a heart attack on the street a 
few hours earlier. 

Following his retirement two years 
ago, Mr. Burgess was employed part 
time in the telephone exchange at 
Lewistown. 

He is survived by his widow and one 
daughter. 

* * * 

FRANK LIGHTBODY, who retired sev- 
eral years ago as Suffolk County dis- 
trict manager for the New York Tele- 


phone Co., died January 26 at 
home in Patchogue, N. Y. He was 6 
years old. His widow, Madeline Ge 
Lightbody, survives. 
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L.M:BERRY & CO. 
White or Telophone for 
Pronosition 
TELEPHONE L.D. 16 
TELEPHONE BLDG., DAYTON, OHIO 


Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive 





CHICAGO 








ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH, BOGGS and CO. 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND. 








E. B. MATHEWSON COMPANY 


Original Cost Studies ¢ Continuing 

Property Record « Plant Records 

and Maps « General Engineering 
612 N. Michigen Ave., Chicago 11, Ill. 








J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Specialists in Appraisals, Bate Sarveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 

8324 Bankers Bidg., Chicago 
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